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288 THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 

THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 
The life of Christ, while on earth, was a living illustration of the law 
of love. Apart from the miraculous power which he occasionally assum- 
ed to impress upon his hearers the divinity of his teachings, he conceal- 
ed the God in his humanity. He became man, an entire man. He 
■walked, talked, lived, loved, and died a man. But he did it as a man who 
loved his God with all his soul, mind, and strength, and his neighbor as 
himself, though that neighbor were his deadliest enemy. And all he was 
and did as a man, he taught that man could do and be, through the virtue 
of the same law that he obeyed, and the same spirit that actuated him. 
In all the actions and sufferings of his life, he did and endured in the en- 
tire condition of humanity. It was not as a God. but as a man, tempted in 
all points like unto us, that he prayed for his murderers. He was a man 
" of like passions with us all," when he was reviled and reviled not 
again. He, too, had all the inherent instincts of human nature to over- 
come, when all the obloquy, insult, and ignominy and violence of his 
neighbors failed to extort from his lips any angry retort, or to kindle in 
his heart an emotion of resentment. Is the instinct of self-preservation, 
at the expense of a brother's life, a holy attribute, inherent in our nature ; 
was it less holy and strong in him, when a malignant mob came out, as 
against a thief, with swords and staves, to take and crucify him ? Had 
he no high sense of honor, no lively and delicate sensibilities as a man, 
when, at the judgment bar of one who could have wielded the whole 
power of the Roman empire to awe the mob, he was spit upon, smitten, 
mocked, and insulted with every expression of scorn and malignant rid- 
icule ? "Was he a God then, or a man 1 Was he, in that hour, a master 
showing his disciples what they could not do, or what they could do, and 
what they would do, and be, if they had circulating in their hearts the 
like spirit that was in him? And "he whodwelleth in love," who loves 
his God with all his soul, mind, and strength, and his neighbor as him- 
self, must inevitably be pervaded, not only with the like spirit, but, with 
the very spirit that was in him. The force of our Savior's example cea- 
ses, with regard to us, when be ceases to be a man. It loses its applica- 
tion when he ceases ti> be " touched with the feeling of our infirmities ;" 
when he ceases to be " a man of sorrows, and acquainted grief;" when 
he is no longer " tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin ;" 
when any of the actions of his life flow from any other source than his 
entire obedience to that great royal law of love, upon which hang all 
the laws and the prophets, and of which the life he lived in the flesh was 
a perfect embodiment. 



